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*SICILY'S PAGAN TEMPLES * 


SEGESTE: All that remains today of Segeste's Temple of Bemeter are 
mass81ive columns without a roof, Goethe wrote about it: "A shrill 
wind whistled through the columsas if through a wood, and screaming 
birds of prey hovered around the pediments, " Agathocles of Syracuse 
conquered Segeste and in the year 900,Tt was totally destroyed, The 
Temple of Demeter that was being constructed was never finiched,.. 0 
ENNA: Sad to 8ee Persephone's Famous lake, Pergusa, now overrun with 
water weeds, The water is brackish, it one far end is a small grove 
of eucalytus trees, Surrounding, the lake is an auto race track, Enna 
is high on a hill overlooking the lake, a valley, and in one of the 
Ipw cliffs there is a dark cave which the local dnhabitants will 
tell you is the one through which Pluto aBducted Pergephone into the 
underworld, Enna is one of $Sicily's highest cities and on top of 
the remains of a citgdel was its world-fawons Temple of Demeter, The 
rock itself is shaped somewhat like a ship, In the east one can face 
the snowy cone of Mount Etna, Rere too is the famous Madonna with a 
female Jesus, unknown to most of the locals and never seen by tourists- 
The "8mall church in which it resides 1s hidden by e courtyard in 
which verious peasents sell their wares, TI'm deeply indebted to ny 
strege relatives and friends who took me to sec it in 1964, , « .SYRACUSE 
faces the s8sea, It has "the ear of Dionysius" a cave 75 feet hig 
200 dcep, Guides will tell you "The cave's acoustical properties am- 
plify every sound a hundred times, Dionysius used it to eavesdrop on 
the conversations of prisoners below." The Temple of Minerva is now 
the Cathredral of Syracuse, a place of worship for 25 centuries, In 
ancient times sailors could see the statue of the GCoddess far out at 
Sea, It was 8saved from destruction in the 7th century by. a bishop 
who converted it into a Catholic Church, Then the Saracens turned 
it into a Mosque, The Normans once again made it Christian, In 1693 
the earthquake destroyed the Norman facade, It has sinege been rebuilt. 
+++ « TAORMINA, built on ancient city of Naxos, destroyed by Dionysius., 


In 1953 fishermen discovered an ancieht temple there at bottom of 
the sea, and a rich vein of archaeological artifacts, coins & vases., 
One of $Sicily's most beautiful cities... - «1 YNDARI: Home of the mys- 
terious and famed "Black Madonna.” She is Jet black, her African 
origin obvious. The child is also black, They wear gold-Jjeweled 
Erowns & Jeweled robes of ivory and gold, There are many legends a- 
bout her. One, that she was either a black princess or a statue 

that was thrown from q ship into the sea « Bhe walked aghore to Tyn=- 


dari and the violent storm ceased, The Byzantine ghips went home, 
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Demeter, the Earth-Goddess. 


EMETER was the sister of Zeus, and was 

the goddess who watched over the fertile 

earth and the plants that grew out of it. She 

taught men how to sow grain, and how to cul- 

tivate it ; $0 the Greeks worshiped her as the 

goddess of agriculture. When they made pic- 

tures or $statues of her, they represented her 

as carrying bunches of grain and poppies in her 
hands. 

Demeter had a beautiful young daughter 
named Persephone, whom $he loved very much, 
and who helped her in caring for the grain that 
men planted. When the seed was dropped into 
the ground, Persephone watched over it, and 
guarded it until the tiny green leaves pushed 
out of the dark earth. Then Demeter cared for 
it until the plant was grown and the grain was 
ripened. | 

One day the young goddess was playing with 
a number of nymphs in a beautiful meadow, 
Beds of violets and crocuses and other flowers 
were growing there, and Persephone was gath- 
ering some of the prettiest of the blossoms. 
Suddenly a great opening appeared in the earth 
at her feet, and out of this a chariot came rush- 
ing. The poor girl was seized, and placed 1m 1t, 
and carried swiftly away in $pite of her cries. 

When Demeter found that Persephone had 
been $tolen from her, she was almost wild with 
grief. She lighted a torch, and mounted her 
chariot drawn by winged snakes, and for nine 
days and nine nights she searched for her daugh- 
ter without stopping-to eat or to drink. On the 
tenth day the Sun told her that Zeus had given 
Persephone to Hades to be his queen, and that 
he had taken her to. the under-world. Then 
Demeter was very angry. She went far away 
from the homes of the gods, and hid herself on 
earth, where she mourned a long time for her 
daughter. 

One day the goddess was sitting by the side 
' of a well, dressed all in black, and looking like 
s0me wrinkled old woman, when four young 
girls came to the well to draw water. They 
were Sorry for the old woman, because $he 
Seemed $0 sad and lonely; and they took her 
home with them to their mother. They did not 
know, of course, that this old woman was a god- 


dess ; but they were all very kind to her, and the 
mother kept her to nurse her baby son. The 
little boy reminded the goddess 80 much of her 
own child that she grew very fond of him. She 
wished to make him immortal like the gods, s0 
that he might never grow old or die; and at 
night, when every one else was asleep, she would 
lay the child in the fire to burn away the mortal 
part. But one night the baby's mother was 
watching, and screamed aloud when $she $aw 
him in the flames. That broke the charm. But 
though Demeter could not make the boy im- 


. mortal after that, She did cause him to grow. up 


to be a great and good man. 

While Demeter was thus searching for her 
daughter, there was no one to look after the 
grain. The $seed which was planted in the 
ground failed to come up; and though men 
plowed and plowed, nothing would grow. By 
and by Zeus saw that unless the gods could 
get Demeter to care for the grain again, the 
race of men would all die. So he sent the gods 
one after another to beg her to come back to 
Mount Olympus. But $he refused to do $0 
unless they would give her back her daughter. 

Then Zeus sent Hermes down into the under- 
world to get Persephone. But when he had re- 


turned with her they found that she had eaten 
part of a pomegranate, or love-apple, while she 


was with Hades ; and $0 $he could only be given 
back to her mother for part of each year. 

After that, for two-thirds of the year Perse- 
phone was allowed to live with her mother in 
the light and air of the upper world, but the 
remainder of the time $he was obliged to stay 
with Hades as queen of the under-world. The 
Greeks thought that when the bright Spring- 
time came it was Persephone returning to her 
mother, and making all the earth glad by her 
presence. But when the winter winds blew, and 
the plants and flowers died, then, they said, she 
had returned underground, and the earth was 
left dark and dreary. 


OCCULT SUPPLIES ,,v,. 
ESP, Occult, Voodoo if 


Sages Witchcraft, 
Tarot, Black Magic, etc. 
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ADLER THE ASP: Note that's spelled with a "p." Pg. 4 reproduces the 
eLLer gent me by Martha &« Fred Adler, Written on yellow paper, both 


81des of sheet, first by Fred in red, 2nd part by Fartha in ink, Thus 
reproduction bad, Self-cxplonetory, Background : Martha Adler wrote to 
me after #WICA 11 saying they do not have a coven, that she didn't 
blame me but person who gave her name to me, I eanswered saying that 
they both were mentioyed in Han Hlolrer's Truth About Vitcheraft and 
book Inside The Cults, mentioning their coven, Thus their names were 
in public domain,” Mrs, Adler claimed a great many personal pro - 
blemws and ailments, Told her 1'd put her name on our coven's Healing 
Registry, She thanked me &aying T1 was a "nice man,” Answered that, no, 
I wasn't 80 'nice", 80me consider me a bastard, and that her friend 
John Hansen wouldn't think s0, T als0 pointed out that I considered 
SO many problems and the Craft a contradiction in terus, Think I 
asked if she was going through change of life because of her jumbled 
handwriting. Unfortunately, IT didn't keep cgrbon of this letter, HKow=- 
ever if they want to gend it back to we T'11 rgladly reproduce it & 
you can judge for yourselyfes whether it was an "affront" or not, 


Martha Adler's letter confirms that he was initiated by mail by the 
Cincinnati coven, I agsked 1if Fred 8still made amulets etc, She re- 
iterates that "we have no group only only us two," Vol, 8, No, 1 
Crystal Well in the "Editor's Gpimoire", describing his trip out 
west, "Some, like Fred and Martha Adler were old friends, grown 
even more knowledgeable in the ways of the Ancients, These Elders 
+4 the Cpaft are quate open about their connections with the O1d Re- 
igion, though they never 'push,' It was intriguing to see them 
give straight, no-nonsense answers to a new inquirer's intrigued 
questions, then to gee a new, knowledgeable friend of the Craft re- 
gult within a few minutes, Perhaps the rest of us overdo this secre- 
CY Dito ao: | 


As to "overdoing that secrecy bit” he stills signs it with pseudo- 
nym of "Thomasi" Fred Adler's letter proves point: If you can't 
refute the facts call names, Even if true there's something much 
worse than being cglled a "phony" and a "skunk" by him, THAT'S BE- 
ING HIM!) Also absurd to threaten me with Postal Authorities since 
the correspoydence (brief) was initiated by his wifel At his own 
request he will NOT receive this issue of WICA, Let one of his own 
friends send to him, We personally NEVER corresponded, Just Martha 
and I, For those of you who believe in Craft (as opposed to Christ- 
ian) Charity 8end them GET WELL cards, 


RESURRECTION OF LADY SHEBA: Vol, 7, No, 3 Crystal Well doubts Lady 
Sheba's authenticity zaying "Neither T nor anyone else has ever heard 
of her" and refers to "grave doubts” and "such oddities about," Vol, 
8, No, I has long letter by "Hojax" claiming Lady Sheba to be au- 
thentie, that he served as Illigh Priest in her coven etc, Editor 


"Thomas" gays about her BOOK OF SHADOWS (Llewellybh Pubs.) "No oaths 
of 8ecrecy? Seems odd,...At any rate please pass to Lady Sheba my 
persgonal apologies for slighting her," I've had brief correspondence 
with Lady Sheba who originally wrote that she "liked my style" and 
asked me to be an Elder in a future planned Council, I had sent her 
a photocopy of the original Crystal Vell blast, So they were wrong 
about her... .and how many others7 This same issue FOR THE FIRST 
TIME 1ists names / addresses of GREEN EGG, FERAFERIA and two non=- 
Craft publications, T1'11 give you one guess as to which ones they 
DIDN'T 1is8t? Yet we have listed them in WICA, WITCHCRAFT DIGEST 
and in the new book, BLACK MAGIC, SATANISM? VOODOO And this was 
done even though in meny ways we are in profound philosophical dis- 
agreement, But why be petty? Let the Karmic debt be theirs, 
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